2010 Jodi Brookhart Nominee:  Jacob Christopher Chappell, Woodcroft Club

I first met Jacob during the first week of practice where he immediately stood out as a consistent lane leader and a great listener (a coach’s dream!).  I noticed that his breaststroke kick wasn’t quite legal, and after I tried to correct him, he told me that he had Cerebral Palsy that causes the left side of his body to be weaker.   After talking further with his mother, I was intrigued by this young man’s story.  After being diagnosed with CP at 9 months old, Jacob and his family decided that they wouldn’t let his disease be an excuse and that he could try anything he wanted.  While growing up, Jacob had to wear a leg brace and go through extensive physical therapy.  After trying several sports, he found the sport of swimming, which helps him greatly since it forces him to use both sides of his body equally, and has since excelled in the water.  Unfortunately, Jacob’s insurance will not pay for his physical therapy anymore, and he has replaced it with swimming. As a member of DSSL for 8 years, Jacob has found an area where his disease takes the sidelines.  At the Woodcroft Club, Jacob shows his dedication to the sport by consistently coming to practice, asking to do more swim sets (its true!), and working hard to perfect his strokes and turns. On a team where older boys are scarce, I can count on him to be ready to swim fast in both his individual and relay events and be able to consistently score in his age group.  

Jacob would be an excellent selection for this award.  He has shown courage in not letting his cerebral palsy stop him from trying out new things, determination to overcome his disease in the pool, and consistent dedication to his team and the sport.  Thank you for your consideration, 

Becky Smock

Woodcroft Head Coach 

